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INTHE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, NEW DELH]

INDEX
IN
Response Affidavit of
Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board (Respondent No. 1)
in
Original Application No. 182 of 2024
News item titled “Laksar mein jaron par chal raha aviadh khanan ka
khel raat ke andhere mein garaj rahi JCB mashine” appearing in ETV
Bharat dated 17.01.2024.

S1. No. Particulars Pg. No.
L. Index 1-1
2, Response Affidavit 2-8
i Annexure No. 1: Copies of letters sent to District | 9 - 10

Magistrate, Haridwar and Director Mining vide

this office letters dated 15.04.2024.

4. Annexure No. 2 (colly): Copy of joint inspection | 11 - 162
report dated 04.05.2024 along with annexures.

5. Annexure No. 3: Copy of constitution of District | 163 - 163
Anti-Illegal Mining Force dated 27.03.2023.

o Annexure No.4: Copy of the Uttarakhand | 164 -197
Mineral (Prevention of Illegal Mining, Illegal
Transport and Illegal Storage) Rules, 2021 as
amended 14.11.2023.

Dated: May, 2024
Advocate
(Counsel for the UKPCB)
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) IN THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, NEW DELHI

Response Affidavit of
Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board
(Respondent No. 1)
in

Original Application No. 182 of 2024
News item titled “Laksar mein jaron par chal raha aviadh khanan ka
khel raat ke andhere mein garaj rahi JCB mashine” appearing in ETV

Bharat dated 17.01.2024

AFFIDAVIT of Shri Sompal Singh,
aged about 52 years, S/o Late Shri

Asha Ram Presently posted as

Regional  Officer,  Uttarakhand
Pollution Control Board, Regional
Office, Roorkee, District Haridwar.

%ent

I, the above-named deponent does hereby solemnly affirm and state

on oath as under: -

1) That the deponent is presently posted as the Regional Officer,
Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board, Regional Officer,
Roorkee, District Haridwar is duly authorized by competent

authority and is competent to sign and swear the instant
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2) That the above noted O.A. was listed for hearing on 29.02.2024,
wherein the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal was pleased to

issue the following directions:

7. Hence, we implead the following as respondents in the

matter:

i. Uttarakhand Pollution Control Board through its
Member Secretary.

ii. District Magistrate, Haridwar.
iii. Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board.

8. Learned Counsel for Respondent No. 1 seeks Sfour weeks’
time to obtain instructions and file the reply. Respondent No.
I will disclose the extent of illegal mining, action taken
against the violators and the plan of action to prevent such

illegal mining.the applicant to file the rejoinder within two
weeks thereafter.

3) That in compliance of the aforesaid directions, necessary
information were sought from the District Magistrate, Haridwar

& District Mining Officer, Haridwar and Director, Geology &

Mining, Dehradun vide this office letters dated 15.04.2024.
. _
m QQpies of letters is being marked and filed as Annexure No. 1
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That a joint inspection of the area in question was carried out by
the team comprising of Sub Divisional Magistrate, Laksar;
District Mining Officer, Haridwar and Regional Officer,
UKPCB on dated 04.05.2024. As per inspection report,

following activities are permitted in the Laksar Tehsil:

S.N. Particulars Nos. of Operational
permission Status
1. | Mining Lease 04 03
2. | Stone Crusher 09 03
3. | Retail Storage 31 23
4. | Screening Plant Nil Nil

The Joint team has not observed incidences of illegal mining in
the area. It is also stated that regular vigilance is being carried
out by the Revenue department and Mining department in the
area. A total of 15 check post has been established for
controlling illegal transportation of mined materials in district
Haridwar. The joint inspection report also stated the action taken
against the stone crushing units due to illegal storage of mined
materials, illegal storage of mined materials by Retailers and
vehicles found engaged in illegal transportation of mined
materials, particularly in Tehsil Laksar of district Haridwar.
Copy of joint inspection report along with Annexures is being

marked and filed as Annexure No. 2 to this affidavit.
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That the Joint Inspection report also enclosed the action taken in
the Year 2023-24 in the matter of illegal mining, illegal storage
of mined materials and its transportation and storage in district

Haridwar.

That in compliance of Para 6 of order dated 29.02.2024, based
on reply of District Magistrate Haridwar and report of Joint

team, response of UKPCB is as follows:

. Extent of Illegal Mining & Action taken against the

violators:

As per joint inspection report, 149 cases of illegal storage of
minor minerals were reported in Stone Crushing Units, for
which proposed cumulative penalties of Rs. 26,03,75,568.00
were assessed against the violators from April 2023 to March,
2024 in District Haridwar. Out of total imposed penalties,
Rs.1,86,23,740.00 has been recovered and Rs. 24,17,51,828.00

is yet to be recovered from violators.

Out of total 149 cases of illegal storage of minerals in Stone

Crushing units, 20 cases were related to 8 Stone Crushers
located in Tehsil Laksar.

Similarly, a total of 235 cases of illegal mining were reported
from April 2023 to March, 2024 for which cumulative penalties
of Rs. 25,90,80,132.00 have been imposed against violators
reported in District Haridwar. Out of total imposed penalties,
- 36,94,646.00 has been recovered and Rs. 25,53,85,486.00 is

yet to be recovered from violators.

ﬁ’ A PageS5of8
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A total of 689 vehicles were seized in illegal transportation of
mined material in District Haridwar during April 2023 to March
2024. A sum of Rs. 2,78,00,443.00 were recovered from
vehicles engaged in illegal transportation of mined materials,
Out of total 689 vehicles, 314 vehicles were seized in Tehsil
Laksar and cumulative penalties of Rs. 1,14,26,423.00 were

imposed due to illegal transportation of mined materials,

Out of 31 storage Retailers located in Tehsil Laksar, 18 storage
Retailers were found engaged in illegal storage of minerals in
the year 2023-24. A total of 39 incidences were reported of

violations and a cumulative penalties of Rs. 20,23,022.00 has

been imposed.

Plan for Action to prevent such illegal mining:

In order to prevent illegal mining, the Revenue department and
Mining department conducts regular surprise checking in the
area. 03 FIR has also been lodged by Revenue Sub Inspector for
carrying out illegal mining in Gram Samaj land. After the news
items appeared in ETV Bharat on 17.01.2024, extensive
monitoring were done by Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Laksar and
seized 23 vehicles and imposed penalties against 3 JCBs

indulging in illegal mining.

order to undertake effective control and prevention of illegal

ing, District Anti-Illegal Mining force was constituted at
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member along with Gram Pradhan of the area. Copy of

constitution of District Anti-Illegal Mining Force is being marked

and filed as Annexure No. 3 to this affidavit.

That the State Government has notified the Uttarakhand Mineral
(Prevention of Illegal Mining, Illegal Transport and Illegal
Storage) Rules, 2021 as amended 14.11.2023 and action is being
taken in accordance of said notification. Copy of Notification is

being marked and filed as Annexure No. 4 to this affidavit.

That the process of imposition of environmental compensation

with respect to illegal mining shall be initiated by the UKPCB.

7)  That the deponent is a responsible Government servant having
the highest regard for the Hon’ble Tribunal and orders passed by
them. The deponent has always made his sincerest efforts to
carry out the orders passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal in its letter
and spirit and shall continue to do so in the future.

Iénent

| E— , Advocate, do hereby declare that the person making this

Verification: -

affidavit and alleging himself to be ..................... is the same

person who is known to me from the papers produced by him before

me in this case.

Advocate
Enrol. No. .....

g Page 7 of 8
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Solemnly affirmed before me on this day of May, 2024 at
Dehradun at about AM/PM by the deponent who has been
identified by the aforesaid person. I have satisfied myself by
examining the deponent who understood the contents of this affidavit.

The person has signed in my presence on the affidavit.
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